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Finally, it imposes a lifetime ban on 

former Members becoming lobbyists, 
because there should be no doubt that 
Members come to Congress to serve the 
public, not to line their own pockets. 

It is up to Congress to take the tough 
but necessary steps to earn the public’s 
trust. The American people’s faith in 
Congress has been damaged, and it is 
our job to repair it. 

f 

HONORING THE LIFE OF ERNIE 
SIMONS 

(Mr. JODY B. HICE of Georgia asked 
and was given permission to address 
the House for 1 minute and to revise 
and extend his remarks.) 

Mr. JODY B. HICE of Georgia. Mr. 
Speaker, I rise today to honor the life 
of Mr. Ernie Simons, a longtime Geor-
gia resident, a brave hero of the Viet-
nam war, and a dedicated public serv-
ant who has worked tirelessly on be-
half of the men and women who have 
served in our Armed Forces. 

Having first served as a marine in 
Vietnam, Mr. Simons continued to 
serve as an employee of the Georgia 
Department of Veterans Service. Dur-
ing his 30 years there, he worked in a 
number of capacities, including as the 
director of the Georgia Veterans Me-
morial Cemetery and director of the 
Health and Memorials division of the 
Georgia Department of Veterans Serv-
ice. 

In April, the community renamed 
Veterans Drive, a road adjacent to the 
veterans home where Mr. Simons dedi-
cated so many years, as Ernie Simons 
Veterans Way. There is perhaps no bet-
ter tribute for a man who has given 
countless hours and his undivided at-
tention to our local heroes than to 
have this road named in his honor. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues to 
please stand with me to honor the life 
and legacy of this Georgia hero, great-
ly deserving the respect of all Ameri-
cans. 

f 

75TH ANNIVERSARY OF WOMEN 
AIRFORCE SERVICE PILOTS 

(Mr. ARRINGTON asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute.) 

Mr. ARRINGTON. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize a very special group 
who will celebrate their 75th anniver-
sary this Saturday in Sweetwater, 
Texas: the Women Airforce Service Pi-
lots. 

When the forces of fascism and total-
itarianism were upending the entire 
global order, it took every ounce of our 
Nation’s measure and every man and 
woman to win World War II. 

Following the attack on Pearl Har-
bor, 28 female pilots volunteered to 
form America’s first female squadron. 
From 1942 to 1944, over 1,000 women 
trained to fly ‘‘the Army way’’ at 
Avenger Airfield in west Texas. 

As the first women to fly American 
military aircraft, they logged more 
than 60 million flight hours, flying 

every plane in the military’s arsenal. 
They ferried equipment, towed gunnery 
targets, and flight-tested aircraft, serv-
ing at over 120 bases across America so 
we could win the war abroad. 

These brave ladies were vital to the 
war effort and, ultimately, to our vic-
tory. Seventy-five years later, their 
legacy continues to inspire us all. 

God bless these female freedom fight-
ers who served with less recognition 
than their male counterparts at the 
time, but with no less honor and dis-
tinction. 

God bless America, and go west 
Texas. 
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DEMOCRACY REFORM 
(Mr. CICILLINE asked and was given 

permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. CICILLINE. Mr. Speaker, Presi-
dent Trump promised to drain the 
swamp. In reality, he has made corrup-
tion much worse here in Washington. 

Yesterday, we learned that a foreign 
government paid the President’s per-
sonal attorney $400,000 for a meeting 
with President Trump; the Secretary of 
the Treasury requested a government 
plane for his honeymoon; the VA Sec-
retary took a $125,000 taxpayer-funded 
trip to Europe with his spouse; and the 
Republicans who control Congress have 
done nothing about it. They are put-
ting politics ahead of our country by 
turning a blind eye to this administra-
tion’s corruption, and they are focus-
ing on getting things done for their 
wealthy donors instead of their con-
stituents. 

The culture of corruption must end. 
That is why, early this week, Demo-
crats introduced A Better Deal for our 
democracy: a bold, comprehensive pro-
posal to bolster our Nation’s ethics 
laws, overhaul our campaign finance 
system, and create more transparency 
and accountability so government 
works for all of the American people. 

That is the Better Deal the American 
people deserve; that is the Better Deal 
Democrats will deliver; and that is why 
Democrats are fighting for it. 

f 

RECOGNIZING OFFICER MARK 
DALLAS 

(Mr. KINZINGER asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute.) 

Mr. KINZINGER. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize my constituent, 
Dixon Police Officer Mark Dallas, for 
his heroic actions during the shooting 
incident at Dixon High School last 
week. 

On the morning of Wednesday, May 
16, a student opened fire inside Dixon 
High School. Without hesitation, Offi-
cer Dallas chased down the student and 
returned fire. He disarmed the shooter 
and took him into custody. 

The swift, decisive actions by Officer 
Dallas demonstrate the difference be-
tween a job and one’s calling. His fear-
less sacrifices are core to who Mark is 
and who God called him to be. 

As more details emerge surrounding 
the shooting incident, one thing is cer-
tain: Officer Dallas is an American 
hero. He stepped into harm’s way to 
prevent a terrible tragedy and saved 
countless lives. He heroically protected 
the students, including his own son 
Josh, the faculty and staff, and the en-
tire Dixon community. 

Mr. Speaker, it is the men and 
women of our law enforcement, like Of-
ficer Dallas, who embody the very best 
of who we are as a nation. The coura-
geous service of America’s finest is 
truly the thin blue line between order 
and chaos. 

On behalf of the 16th District of Illi-
nois, I thank Officer Mark Dallas for 
his bravery and heroism, for his stead-
fast commitment to protection and 
serving, for being a role model to so 
many, and for making us all Dixon 
strong. 

f 

STOP HIDING THE TRUTH 
(Mr. JEFFRIES asked and was given 

permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. JEFFRIES. Mr. Speaker, while 
Democrats continue to focus on better 
jobs, better wages, and a better future 
for hardworking Americans, Repub-
lican indifference to the chaos, crisis, 
and corruption in this town, for exam-
ple, at the EPA, is at an all-time high. 

Why in the world, in the context of 
the fact that we have 17 different intel-
ligence agencies who concluded that 
Russia interfered with the election and 
an ongoing investigation into whether 
the Trump campaign was involved in 
selling out our democracy, do some 
folks continue to try to undermine this 
investigation? 

The ongoing criminal inquiry is a le-
gitimate undertaking. It is not a witch 
hunt. In fact, everyone leading that in-
vestigation is a Republican: Bob 
Mueller, Republican; Rod Rosenstein, 
Republican; James Comey, Republican; 
Christopher Wray, Republican. 

What exactly are you all complaining 
about? It is time for the cover-up cau-
cus in this institution to stop hiding 
the truth from the American people. 

f 

NATIONAL POPPY DAY 
(Mr. BOST asked and was given per-

mission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. BOST. Mr. Speaker, on May 25, 
we celebrate National Poppy Day. 

After World War I, the poppy flour-
ished in Europe. Scientists said the 
growth was because the soil in France 
and Belgium became enriched with 
lime from the rubble left by the war. 
From the dirt and mud grew beautiful 
red poppies. 

The red poppy came to symbolize the 
blood shared during battle following 
the publication of a wartime poem, ‘‘In 
Flanders Fields,’’ by Lieutenant Colo-
nel John McCrae while serving on the 
front lines. 

The poppy honors those who served 
and died for our country in all wars and 
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